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InstructiveBooklets 


In addition to the MESSAGE you should 
by all means read the following booklets. 
Each booklet is a complete subject of itself. 
The Bible is made understandable and in- 
teresting to study. 


HISTORY or rae MEGIDDO MISSION 
Tue COMING or JESUS ano ELIJAH 
WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE SAVED? 
THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
THE GREAT APOSTASY 
AFTER DEATH, WHAT? 
HELL AND THE DEVIL 
SPIRITUAL CREATION 
THE HOLY SPIRIT 
THE SABBATH 
TRINITY 


Single copies .20 
History 40 
Complete set $2.25 


The Kingdom of God 


Pocket-size edition 


To the King—Jesus—the subject was 
vital: 


@ The “Kingdom of God” occurs 
over 100 times in the four Gospels 


@ Jesus taught his disciples to pray 
for the Kingdom to come 


@ He preached the Kingdom mes- 
sage throughout every city and 
village 


To Christians today the subject is 
equally as vital: 


@ They are pressing into it 
@ They are proselyting for it 
@ They are prevailing because of it 


What are you doing for the Kingdom 
cause? 


This book will help you inform 
your friends, neighbors, relatives 


@ When the Kingdom will come 
® How it will come 


@ Who can participate 


One copy 10 
One dozen copies 1.00 
100 copies 5.00 


What Does the Bible 
Mean to You? 


You will find this eight-page leaflet a 
convenient way to create opportunities to 
discuss the truth on various Bible subjects. 
It contains brief and pithy answers to 15 
Biblical questions, some of which are: 

What is man’s nature? 

Is heaven to be our future home? 

Will Jesus return to earth? 

Is there a place of torment for the wicked? 

Who or what is the devil? 

Shall earth be destroyed? 

As a representative of true Bible teach- 


ings you cannot afford to be without these 
tracts. Send for a supply today. 


Price per 100 50 cents. 





Tribulations Beset On Every Hand 


Dear Maranatha Sister, 

Another year is nearing its end. That 
means that a new year is at the door of 
time. For us, how has the year’s time 
been spent? Have we made every month, 
week, day, hour and minute profitable for 
the inner man? He is all that counts of any 
value in the sight of God. Have we kept to 
the road that God built for our vehicle to 
travel? 

To get to that wonderful place called 
Zion City, we may have some bad road to 
travel, for tribulations beset on every hand. 
Do we think, while traveling in this evil 
world, that we are not going to come in 
contact with some bad road, and some sub- 
zero weather? No! None will miss that al- 
together. The main thing is to know where 
we are headed and carry the proper tools 
to keep the road cleared of all debris, as 
Jesus tells us comes from within and de- 
files (Mark 7: 21—23). 

“Let us press on to that City where 
we shall view with wonder the extent of 
God’s goodness, and be able to enjoy it.” 

Detroit, Mich. Mrs. L. W. 


Letters Helpful 


Dear Maranatha Sister, 

It is indeed a pleasure to receive these 
letters as they are so important to our spir- 
itual life. We should study them diligently. 

Scottsbluff, Nebr. Mrs. E. J. S. 


Christians Too Busy For Mischief 


Dear Maranatha Sister, 

Jesus knew there was danger in “the 
cares of this world” and He warned that if 
not on the alert, they could easily choke 
out the Word, leaving us barren and un- 
fruitful. Each day we must arrange the 
time wisely so the spirit can be nourished 
with sufficient food for a healthy and nor- 
mal growth in the divine life, “to seek good 
and not evil.” 

In this period of extended mercy while 
waiting with expectancy, we can work. 
Susy have no time for mischief, 
that is, if they are seriously all absorbed 
in a right cause. And who can say that we 
are not, save the idlers? What can be more 
occupying than the keeping of the mind al- 
ways orderly, the tongue always bridled 
and in all things to always “watch.” The 
hours do not drag. They are all too short, 
considering how great the labor and how 
accurate it must be, to pass the all-seeing 
Eye. But the reward is by far greater than 
we even dare to anticipate. So let us “pass 
the time of our sojourning here in fear” 
and trembling and we shall be rewarded. 
MARANATHA. 

South Amboy, N. J. 
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Biblical Symbolism 


HE writer of the letter to the Hebrews informs us 
T that the Almighty had more than one way of speak- 

ing to mankind. “God, who at sundry times and in 
divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by 
the prophets, hath in these last days spoken unto us by 
his Son” (Heb. 1:1, 2). Sometimes His speaking was 
by direct voice from an angelic being, sometimes it was 
through knowledge impressed in dreams. Elijah heard 
the still small voice. Saul, the persecutor of the early 
church, known afterward as Paul the outstanding Apos- 
tle, was struck down by light shining above the bright- 
ness of the noon day sun and heard the audible voice of 
Jesus speaking to him, while John, the Revelator, receiv- 
ed Jesus’ message sent by the hand of an angel and relay- 
ed to him by way of the spoken word, and actual sight, 
and he bore record of all that he heard and saw. 

Furthermore, it is true that these messages to mankind 
were given in plain language, in parables, in symbolic 
language, and in the form of drama— that is, the lessons 
to be impressed were acted out in symbolic form. God 
made use of all these different methods to properly im- 
press His earthly children. 

We are quite familiar with Jesus’ parables. There was 
the parable of the Sower, the Importunate Widow, the 
Wise and Foolish Builders, the Tares, the Mustard Seed, 
the Pearl of Great Price, the Great Supper, the Laborers 
in the Vineyard, the Talents, and the Vine. Each of these 
were spoken to impress a particular lesson, and were in a 
way, more forceful than as if they had been couched 
in direct language. 

Jesus pictured a sower going out to sow his seed, sow- 
ing it broadcast by hand, as that was the only way they 
knew of sowing it in those days—there were no mechani- 
cal devices such as we use today. 

The seed fell on four distinct types of ground: the road- 
side, among thorns, on stony ground and in good soil. 
Likewise the good seed of the Kingdom should fall into 
various types of human hearts. Some would lack the ele- 
ment of depth, hence would be likened to stony ground. 
Some hearts would be torn by a multiplicity of interests, 
hence the word of God sown in such hearts could be said 
to be choked by thorns, by the cares, pleasures and riches 
of this life. Other hearts would be unstable, hence the 
the fowls of doubt, or indecision, or adverse human per- 
suasion could easily pluck up the seed, giving it no chance 
to take root and grow. The good ground is the good and 
honest heart, those who having heard the Word of God, 
keep it and bring forth fruit with patience. It should be 
our determination to be of the latter. 

The importunate widow and the unjust judge taught 
the lesson of persistence. Let us not be reluctant to ask 
God, and to keep on asking Him. The wise man building 
his house on the rock represented the class of individuals 
who were careful to lay a strong foundation for their 
faith, a foundation of reality, before they began to build, 
and then built their house of character with good works, 
by hearing Jesus’ Words and doing them. The foolish 
man did the very opposite. 


The Parable of the “wheat and tares” reveals that both 
righteous and wicked shall grow together in the field of 
the Lord until the time of harvest when the judgment 
will separate them. The Parable of the “mustard seed” 
points out that from a small beginning the Kingdom of 
God will grow and grow until it fills the whole earth. The 
Parable of the “pearl of great price” teaches that, as 
Christians, our interest must be undivided, that to gain 
endless life we must sell out all of self and make a com- 
plete surrender. The Parable of the “talents” teaches that 
God values faithful effort above natural endowments. 
The “ten-talent” man was rewarded because he used 
his talents rather than because of superior abilities. 
The “one-talent” man was not rejected because he only 
had one talent, but because he failed to use it. The Parable 
of the “laborers” teaches that during the long day of sal- 
vation, God has been calling laborers into His vineyard 
to work, and He still is calling down to our very day and 
time. Each of these symbolic Parables bears an important 
lesson for us, to which we must pay heed if we would 
grow spiritually. 

The use of symbolic language was common practice with 
the Patriarchs. When blessing his sons just before his 
death, Jacob said: “Judah is a lion’s whelp: from the 
prey, my son, thou art gone up: he stooped down, he 
couched as a lion, as an old lion; who shall rouse him up? 
The scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver 
from between his feet, until Shiloh come; and unto him 
shall the gathering of the people be.’”’ He was here speak- 
ing of Christ, who was to stem from the root of Judah. 
Again the erstwhile Prophet Balaam spake of Christ as 
a “star” “T shall see him, but not now: I shall behold him, 
but not nigh: there shall come a Star out of Jacob, and 
a Scepter shall rise out of Israel’”’ (Num. 24.17). 

Samson used symbolic language when on the seventh 
day of his wedding feast, he said to the assembled guests: 
“Tf ye had not plowed with my heifer,” meaning his bride, 
“ve had not found out my riddle.” Jehoash, king of 
Israel, sent word to Amaziah, King of Judah, saying: 
“The thistle that was in Lebanon sent to the cedar that 
was in Lebanon, saying, Give thy daughter to my son to 
wife: and there passed by a wild beast that was in Leba- 
non, and trod down the thistle’ (II Kings 14:9). His 
language was highly symbolic. Hannah used symbolic 
language when she said, speaking of the Lord, “He raiseth 
up the poor out of the dust, and lifteth up the beggar 
from the dunghill, to set them among princes, and to 
make them inherit the throne of glory (I Sam. 2:8). 

In a later chapter (43), under the symbol of a restored 
glorious, ideal Jerusalem and the Temple, Ezekiel fore- 
tells the establishment of the universal Church on earth. 

Only from Ezekiel do we learn by symbol of the waters 
which some day shall flow out from under the threshold 
of God’s house and how rapidly it then will expand until 
at last it shall cover the entire earth. Only he gave us the 
information that in that coming happy Day the unbreak- 
able law of the house will be, that the whole limit round 
about must be most holy. 
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Now in Ezekiel 12 the Lord moved upon the prophet to 
enact a scene as a warning to the wicked king Zedekiah 
and his irresponsible henchmen who still were back in 
Jerusalem. There was no need for the people to delude 
themselves or for the king to delude himself; their day 
of reckoning was coming; captivity, transplantation, even 
death, would be their doom if they persisted in their 
rebellion. 

In this chapter, the Lord commanded Ezekiel to do 
something, to foreshadow by symbolic demonstration, 
their going into captivity. He might have commanded 
Ezekiel to tell them that they were going into captivity. 
The Lord might have commanded Ezekiel to tell them in 
plain language in place of acting out before them what 
should overtake them; but He chose the former. 

We read in Ezek. 12: 1-6 (American Trans.), “The 
word of the Lord came to me saying, ‘O mortal man, you 
are living in the midst of the rebellious house, who have 
eyes to see but see not, and have ears to hear but hear not 
for they are a rebellious house. Therefore, O mortal man, 
prepare yourself baggage for exile in the daytime before 
their eyes; then go like an exile from your own place 
to another before their eyes—perhaps they will see that 
they are a rebellious house. Carry out your baggage, as 
though it were real baggage for exile, ... then go out 
yourself, as though you were really going into exile,... 

“Dig a hole through the wall before their eyes, and go 
out by it; carry your baggage upon your shoulders before 
their eyes, and take it out in the dark; cover your face, so 
that you may not see the ground; for I am making you 
an omen to the house of Israel.’ ”’ 

Here is an indictment that fits all of us, more or less. 
In our natural condition, before God’s Truth found us, 
we all were rebellious to the Lord’s commands, and if 
honest in judging ourselves, we may find that we are not 
yet entirely free from that form of transgression. We may 
have eyes to see with and not see because we do not want 
to see; we may have ears to hear with and hear not be- 
cause we do not want to hear. All though the Bible, God 
uses striking symbols to make impressions upon our 
minds. 

The loss of prince Zedekiah’s eyes was foreshadowed, 
yet he persisted in his rebelliousness until at last that 
terrible cataclysm actually overtook him. So too, our 
rebellion will one day catch up with us. It has been said 
that if the wages of sin were paid every week, we would 
be more conscious of sin’s dire consequences; but let us 
remember that they will be paid. 

The prophet did as he was commanded and the people 
asked “What doest thou?” So today, when we attempt to 
come out from the world and become a separate and pecul- 
iar people, refusing to bow to conformity, people say, 
“What doest thou? Why go to the trouble to be so differ- 
ent from the world?” It is for us to show a pattern of 
good works that others may see our worthy conduct and 
glorify God in the day of visitation. 

Then in verse 17 and 18 Ezekiel was commanded to give 
them another sign: “Moreover the word of the Lord came 
to me, saying, Son of man, eat thy bread with quaking, and 
drink thy water with trembling and with carefulness.” 
He wanted the people of the Captivity to see Ezekiel 
eating his bread with quaking, and drinking his water 
with “trembling and carefulness.” A shortage of food and 
water was coming with their captivity, and God revealed 


it to the people by that symbol. Today we are living at 
the end of the age. The next great step upon earth will be 
the judging of God’s people and the outpouring of His 
judgments upon the nations. Now it is for us to eat our 
bread with quaking, and drink our water with trembling 
and carefulness. We experience no shortage of literal 
food and drink, so we have nothing to be concerned about 
from that angle, yet to keep from reaping a harvest of 
despair when we receive for the things done in the body 
whether good or bad, we must now eat the Word of God 
with trembling and carefulness. We must fear lest a 
promise being left us of entering into His rest, any of 
us should seem to come short of it. (Heb. 4:1). Our 
fear must be the fear of doing wrong, the fear of failing 
to eat some portion of the diet God prescribed for us. If 
we fail to eat this bread with fear and quaking now, we 
shall be made to fear and quake then, and there shall be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth when we see “Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of God, and we ourselves 
thrust out.” 

In Ezekiel 4 the Prophet was commanded to take a tile 
or brick and trace upon it the city of Jerusalem, and to 
set up a plate of iron to symbolize the besieging of a city. 
Let us read the narrative from Moffatt’s translation: 
“Son of man, take a brick, and put it in front of you; 
trace upon it a city, the city of Jerusalem, and lay siege to 
it, run trenches, raise a mound against it, pitch troops 
against it, and place battering rams around it. Also take 
an iron plate and place it as an iron wall between your- 
self and the city; turn your face to it, to make it besieged, 
and lay siege to the city. This is an omen for Israel.” It 
was a type of a destruction that was to come upon them. 
The Lord was trying to impress them in one way or 
another, trying to get them to see the error of their ways 
so that they could turn from them before it was ever- 
lastingly too late. 

The Lord has forewarned us of the destruction that 
will overtake us if we persist in our evil ways and refuse 
to listen to Him. He has told us in plain words, also in 
parables, and has portrayed it before our mental vision 
in word pictures. Isaiah 1: 19,20 is a plain statement: 
“If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the 
land: but if ye refuse and rebel, ye shall be devoured 
with the sword: for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken 
it.” Isaiah 17: 11 tells the same story only in figurative 
language: “In the day thou shalt make thy plant to grow, 
and in the morning shalt thou make thy seed to flourish: 
but the harvest shall be a heap in the day of grief and of 
desperate sorrow.” John the Baptist was speaking symbol- 
ically when of Christ he said: “Whose fan is in his hand, 
and he will thoroughly purge his floor, and gather his 
wheat into the garner; but he will burn up the chaff 
with unquenchable fire” (Matt. 3:12). Fire is a symbol 
of destruction, therefore unquenchable fire would rep- 
resent inescapable or permanent destruction. Jesus spoke 
directly when He said: “Wide is the gate, and broad is the 
way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be 
which go in thereat” (Matt. 7:13 ). Again and again and 
in different ways God forewarns us of the dire results of 
evil practices, and if we fail to heed these warnings, we 
will have no one to blame but ourselves. 


The Symbol of the Linen Girdle 


Another symbol that teaches a striking lesson is the 
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symbol of the linen girdle. Jeremiah was commanded to 
get a linen girdle and put it upon his loins, and not to 
put it in water. Jeremiah did so. Then the Lord command- 
ed him: “Take the girdle that thou hast got, which is upon 
thy loins, and arise, go to Euphrates, and hide it in the 
hole of the rock” (Jer. 13: 1—4). A piece of linen cloth if 
hidden in a hole in the rock at the river’s edge could not 
avoid getting wet and getting dry, partly saturated and 
partly dried out, and under those conditions, it soon 
would become mildewed and rotten, hence, it would be 
worthless. And this is just what happened to Jeremiah’s 
girdle. v. 7: “Then I went to Euphrates, and digged, and 
took the girdle from the place where I had hid it: and, 
behold, the girdle was marred, it was profitable for 
nothing.” 

It was marred; it was profitable for nothing, “Then 
the word of the Lord came unto me, saying, Thus saith the 
Lord, After this manner will I mar the pride of Judah, 
and the great pride of Jerusalem” (vs. 8, 9). It brings 
pride in, the pride of Jerusalem, the pride of humanity, 
our own pride. It was to teach the lesson of the folly of 
pride. It mars ones’s life; it will mar our record when we 
stand before the great Judge, and in God’s sight we shall 
be good for nothing. 

Symbolism is also employed in picturing God’s good- 
ness, and the blissful reward awaiting the faithful. For 
example, Deut. 33: 27, “The eternal God is thy refuge, 
and underneath are the everlasting arms.” Another ex- 
ample is Prov. 18: 10, “The name of the Lord is a strong 
tower: the righteous runneth into it, and is safe.” Again, 
“But unto you that fear my name shall the Sun of right- 
eousness arise with healing in his wings; and ye shall go 
forth, and grow up as calves of the stall” (Mal. 4: 2). “I 
will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my soul shall be joyful 
in my God; for he hath clothed me with the garments of sal- 
vation; he hath covered me with a robe of righteousness, 
as a bridegroom decketh himself with ornaments, and as 
a bride adorneth herself with her jewels” (Isa. 61:10). 
Symbolism is used again in Rev. 19:8, speaking of the 
Bride of Christ it is said, “And to her was granted that 
she should be arrayed in fine linen.” What comforting 
promises these; what an incentive to serve God faithfully 
so these assurances can be ours! 





Far too often most of us find self-congratulation much 
more agreeable than self-examination. 


Make it a rule not only to be prompt in all your ap- 
pointments, but a little ahead of time. 


We build our character by the bricks of habit that we 
pile up day by day. Each seems a little thing, but before 
we are aware of it, we have shaped the house we live in. 


Beauty is everywhere if we will but recognize it. It is 
in the changing skies and the changing seasons, in the 
heavens above us and the earth around us, the music of 
the wind and the song of the bird, the rippling stream 
and thundering torrent. The story of God’s love of beauty 
is written everywhere. 


A Grandfather’s Legacy 


A wealthy and distinguished merchant, on being asked, 
one evening, to state the secret of his success in life, gave 
the following interesting narration, which every youth 
should most carefully ponder. 

“When I was quite a young lad,” said he, “I went to pay 
a visit to my grandfather, a venerable old man, whose 
velvet cap, blue coat, and huge silver knee buckles, filled 
me with awe. 

“On my bidding him good-bye, he drew me gently to 
him, and, placing his hand on my head, said, ‘My little 
grandson, I have one thing to say to you; will you try to 
remember it?’ I looked into his face and nodded; for I 
was afraid to promise aloud. ‘Well,’ he continued, ‘I want 
to give you a piece of advice, which, if you follow it, will 
prove a sure passport to success. It is this: In whatever 
you undertake, always do your best.’ 

“This, indeed, was my grandfather’s only legacy to 
me; but it has proved far better than silver and gold. 
I have never forgotten those words; and I believe I have 
tried to act upon them. After reaching home, my uncle 
gave my cousin Marcus and myself some weeding to 
do in the garden. It was in the afternoon, and we had 
laid our plans for something else. Of course we were dis- 
appointed. 

“Marcus was so ill-humored that he performed his 
part of the work very carelessly; and I began mine in 
the same manner. Suddenly, however, the advice of my 
grandfather was recalled to my mind, and I resolved to 
to follow it. Indeed, I ‘did my best.’ 

“When my uncle came out to oversee our work, I 
noticed his look of approbation as his eye glanced over 
the flowerbeds I had weeded; and I shall never forget 
his kind and encouraging smile, as he remarked that 
my work was well done. Oh, I was a glad and thankful 
boy; while poor Marcus was left to drudge alone over 
his bed all the afternoon. 

“At fifteen, I was sent to the Academy, where I had 
partly to support myself through the term. The lessons 
were hard at first, for I was not fond of study; but my 
grandfather’s advice was my constant motto, and I tried 
to do my best. As a consequence of this, I soon succeeded 
in obtaining the good opinion of my teachers, and was 
looked upon as a faithful, painstaking student. 

“My character, too, became known beyond the Acad- 
emy; and, though I was but a small boy for my age, and 
not very strong, my mother had three or four places 
offered for me before the year was out, one from the best 
merchant in the village, in whose store a situation as 
clerk was considered very desirable. 

“The habit I had already acquired of faithfully doing 
my best, in whatever I had to do, still clung to me; and 
although I did not possess unusual talents, I found diffi- 
culties vanish before me. I gained the confidence of those 
with whom I had dealings; and, in short, prosperity has, 
with the blessing of God, crowned my efforts. My only 
secret of success has been my grandfather’s legacy — 
‘ALWAYS DO YOUR BEST’”. 





When one is strong enough within nothing from with- 
out can do him any harm. 
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Building 


t is not so much what comes to you, as what you come 

to, that determines whether you are a winner in the 
great race of life. 

Never forget that the only indestructible material in 
destiny’s fierce crucible is character. 

Say this—not to another, say it to yourself; utter it 
early and repeat it often, for it is the only thing you can 
carry into eternity. 

Character may be sold but never be bought. It must be 
built. Those who set out to build a character acceptable to 
God have begun a momentous task which they at the time 
do not perceive and perhaps for years fail to fully 
comprehend. 

Suppose you, that when Matt. 5: 48 is read the first time 
that the reader has the slightest conception of what is 
involved or the range or scope of this plain command? 
Also the reward for fulfilling its requirements can never 
be understood or perceived by the mind with its present 
capabilities. 

“For thy sake press with steadfast patience onward 
Although the race be hard, the battle long, 

Within thy Father’s house are many mansions, 
There thou shalt rest and join the victor’s song. 

And if in coming days the world revile thee, 
If for my sake thou suffer pain and loss, 

Bear on brave heart, thy Master went before thee, 
They only wear His crown who share His loss.” 


Your external circumstances may change, toil may take 
the place of rest, sickness of health, trials may thicken 
within and without. Externally you are the prey of cir- 
cumstances, but if your heart is stayed on God, no changes 
or chances can touch you, and all that may befall you will 
work together for good at the final consummation of 
the race if not before (Romans 12). 

They who are pressing toward the goal of successfully 
building a character worthy of perpetuation will find 
that the road is not all smooth and on one level. It has its 
rough parts, and its smooth, its high places and its low 
ones, its ups and downs. Life is full of change, not all 
smooth and not all rough, not all to our liking, but not 
all disagreeable, either. 

Thus it is in our mundane circumstances. But not 
in them alone, there are ups and downs in the spiritual 
life too, and temporal surroundings and circumstances 
can give or withhold aid in character building. We hear 
much in this day of juvenile delinquency, many are said 
to be bad characters, and the cause usually given is that 
they were reared in a bad environment. 

Character is forged through trials, and Abraham was 
severely tried at times. It is by the wind and storm of 
tribulation that God often separates the wheat from the 
chaff. 

The vexation, restlessness, and impatience induced by 
these smal] trials—which are a part of each ordinary day 
—will, little by little, relax the world’s hold upon the 
worker and his hold upon the world and strengthen his 
moral fiber of character. Every contradiction of his will, 
every little ailment, every petty disappointment will, if 
taken patiently, become a blessing. 

True patience is not mere doggedness. It involves both 


Character 


faith and hope and the clinging of the will besides, for 
the sake of that faith and hope to the great end hoped for 
and believed in. 

It is not so much what is said or done, but the thoughts 
that determine character. As a man “‘thinketh in his heart, 
so is he.” This presupposes that right thinking will be 
followed by right actions. 

Character is a unity and all the virtues must advance to- 
gether to make a perfect man and everyone is the son of 
his own work. Let the character builder engrave upon his 
hands these words: ‘“Whatsoever ye do, do it heartily as 
to the Lord,” and then take up, piece by piece, the work 
God lays before you, and do it thoroughly. It may look 
little and insignificant, but at the end shall be seen the 
finished work, a perfect character. 

While suffering the bodily pains of this uncertain life, 
there is nothing that brings such unspeakable joy to the 
heart as the divine assurance that “this mortal shall put 
on immortality.” 

Living to Christ in small things and living for Christ 
every day, is the secret of large fruitfulness. A peach 
tree, or an orange does not leap into a bounty of fruit in 
one spasmodic effort. An orchard does not ripen under a 
single day’s sunshine. Every rain drop, every bit of sun- 
shine, every inch of subsoil does its part. A fruitful Chris- 
tain character is growth; every honest sincere prayer, 
every cross that is carried; every trial that is well endured; 
every good work for our fellow men lovingly done; every 
little act that is conscientiously performed for Christ’s 
glory, helps to make the Christian character beautiful, 
and to load its broad boughs with apples of gold for God’s 
baskets of silver. 

He who walks through life with an even temper, and a 
gentle patience—patient with himself, patient with oth- 
ers, patient with difficulties—has an everyday great- 
ness beyond that which is won in battle or chanted in 
cathedrals. 

Suffering is a wonderful fertilizer to the roots of char- 
acter. The great object of life is character; and to re- 
peat what was written in the beginning of this article: 
Character is the only thing we can carry with us into 
eternity. To gain the most of it and the best of it is the 
object of probation. And so the important question before 
each one is not so much where he stands, as in what di- 
rection he is moving. To reach port it is sometimes nec- 
essary to sail with the wind and sometimes against it 
but he must sail, and not drift, and he cannot lie at an- 
chor. 

When we see our enemies and friends disappearing 
from us, let us not forget that we too are subject to the 
general law of mortality, and shall soon be where our 
doom will be fixed forever. 





Rise for the day is passing, 
And you lie dreaming on; 
The others have buckled their armor, 
And forth to the fight have gone; 
A place in the ranks awaits you, 
Each man has some part to play; 
The past and the future are nothing, 
In the face of the stern Today. 
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Nobility 


O*X A HIGHWAY not far from Rochester is posted a 
quotation from Shakespeare, which reads as follows: 
“Sons of nobleness like stars shall shine.” These words 
are true, yet how little did the author take in the import 
of what that nobility or shining really is, and what is 
meant to attain that height. We mused on these words 
as we traveled. To be sons and daughters of nobility in 
this life is counted as an honor to be coveted; but to be 
sons and daughters of God is not only to be coveted but 
something worthy our highest endeavor. A child of God! 
Well, the thought seemed too profound for words. 


First we thought of the difference between God’s nobil- 
ity and man’s; one is handed down from generation to 
generation, regardless of character, while the other is 
attained only by living an exemplary, excellent, worthy, 
high-minded life, with a precious, pure and holy character, 
free from every defilement of the flesh. A son of nobility 
means, in the end, sovereignty, rulership, high position. 
And to what higher position could we wish or hope to 
attain than to be a child of God, to become kings and 
priests of God? In this life the right to nobility is through 
birth, while in the life of God it is reached only through 
adoption. We first have to be adopted into God’s family, 
then we are given the privilege of making ourselves 
worthy to be in the lineage of nobility. We read: “If 
children, then heirs, heirs of God, and joint heirs with 
Christ.” 

Contrast God’s nobility with the nobility of this world. 
One might be sole heir to the English throne, but what 
assurance would it be that one would be crowned 
king? A short second is all that is required to snatch 
this honor from the heir. Perhaps the jealous assassin’s 
knife, pestilence, or accident, to say nothing of the many 
other causes, might close life’s short span, then what 
good would that nobility be? The father could make to 
his son many promises of fame, wealth and glory, but he 
is mortal too, and knows not what will be on the morrow; 
like the son, his life is only “a vapor, that appeareth for 
a little time, and then vanisheth away.” And when both 
molder in the tomb, there is nothing either can do to 
restore that honor. 

Let us turn then from this honor to a God-given honor 
which comes through a patient continuance in well doing, 
and if we seek we shall receive honor, glory, immortality, 
even eternal life. Quite a different ending is this honor! 
And then we have another promise, and that is if we are 
seeking for this nobility we shall have this life to do the 
work in —no fear of death claiming us until we have ac- 
complished the task we commenced. Though we might 
fall asleep in natural death, if we have through life put 
to death “the old man, which is corrupt according to the 
deceitful lusts,’ it will not be counted as death, only a 
short sleep until the Resurrection, and then the promise 
will be fulfilled. 

Again, in the nobility of the world, only one can re- 
ceive the crown, and no matter how many in the family 
desire it, none but the first-born could capture it unless 
‘he were claimed by death. But in this line of nobility, 
every one of the family that strives lawfully can receive 
the crown. And in this striving process there is also 


the necessity for death. “For ye must die, and your life 
is hid with Christ in God.” “Mortify, therefore, your 
members which are upon the earth.” After naming over 
a long list of evils which must be put to death, he gives 
the command to “put on, therefore, as the elect of God, 
holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness 
of mind, meekness, longsuffering, forbearing one another, 
and forgiving one another. .. .And above all these things, 
put on charity, which is the bond of perfectness.” If we 
are perfect, we are the elect of God. To be elected of God 
is much greater honor and a higher nobility than man 
can imagine. 

Paul tells us if we come out from the world we shall be 
unto God sons and daughters, and the Psalmist adds the 
beauty to it by telling us that “the King’s daughter is 
all glorious within; her clothing is of wrought gold. She 
shall be brought unto the king in raiment of needlework. 
... With gladness and rejoicing shall they be brought; 
they shall enter into the king’s palace.” Wrought gold is 
that which has been worked upon until it is a “polished 
shaft,” so smooth that not a flick of dust from our 
old man will remain on it; we have allowed the hammer 
of truth to mold and shape our lives into one of beauty, 
with all the dross and tin forever eliminated. We have 
been reminded of the fact that the pure gold will shine 
so the image of God is reflected therein. When we 
have attained this stature, we are ready to take our 
position in God’s family, and it can be said we are a child 
of nobility. 

The poster said: “Sons of nobleness like stars shall 
shine,” We are all familiar with gold and precious 
stones, how they glisten and shine in the sun, and when 
that glorious Sun of righteousness arises and His light 
radiates to mankind, the gold and gems will catch the 
gleam and light will then radiate from them. We read in 
the record kept by one of these brilliant stars, that at 
the time when “Michael shall stand up, the great prince 
which standeth for the children of thy people,” that “they 
that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firm- 
ament; and they that turn many to righteousness, as stars 
for ever and ever.” Jesus added the final link to this 
golden chain by welding the privilege of shining with 
being righteous, and said: Then shall the righteous shine 
forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father.” “And 
they sung a new song saying, Thou. . . hast made us unto 
our God, kings and priests: and we shall reign on the 
earth.” 

One who would think of refusing to attire himself in 
the required costume for an earthly gathering of nobility, 
would be considered too unworthy and ungrateful to be 
allowed an attendance; but of how much sorer sort is 
our unworthiness and ungratefulness if we refuse to at- 
tire ourselves in the fine linen, clean and white, “with- 
out spot or wrinkle or any such thing,” which is the right 
doing of saints, to be granted an audience to that glorious 
coronation of the King of kings which is so soon to take 
place on this earth! 

At that inauguration will be consummated the promise, 
“heirs of God, and joint heirs with Christ,” to all who 
have adorned themselves with the “meek and quiet spirit, 
which is in the sight of God of great price.” 
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Cditorial... 


“The heavens declare the glory of God, and the firm- 
ament showeth his handiwork”—so exclaims the inspired 
Psalmist of Israel. And who can doubt it—looking out on 
a world clothed in resurrection garments of beauty and 
unsurpassing loveliness everywhere, a wealth of bloom, 
a color scheme which dazzles the eye, causing something 
to well up within us in praise and thanksgiving to an 
All-wise, loving Creator that He has made “everything 
beautiful in His time” and has created the earth to abide 
for ever. 

The bounties and blessings of this the loveliest of all four 
seasons of the year are not confined to the wealthy or the 
great ones of earth but are dispensed on the rich and poor 
alike, on ‘those that fear God, likewise on those who fear 
Him not and who desire not a knowledge of his ways. 
Let us cultivate the thankfu! spirit, the grateful heart 
for all the blessings from a Divine Hand, and in spirit 
imitate the gratitude of an aged lady who to a Harvest 
Thanksgiving Service contributed a bottle of water la- 
beled “Thank God for the rain,” without which the earth 
could not yield her bud or bloom. When tempted to mur- 
mur or repine, get into the great out-of-doors, into space, 
into “God’s garden,” and there the heart will be quieted 
and refreshed and the true spirit of thanksgiving will 
come, as it must, from within and attune our hearts to 
praise God. 

It is said that when Ole Bull, the famous violinist, 
received an invitation to display his extraordinary 
talent before the King and Queen of England, it aroused 
jealousy in the hearts of other artists, who agreed to steal 
his violin, a priceless heirloom of marvelous tone. And so 
on the evening of the concert Ole Bull stepped before the 
audience without his violin. “Your Highness—and ladies 
and gentlemen!” rolled forth the famous violinist’s voice, 
“T am sorry to announce that in some unexplainable way 
my violin has disappeared. I attribute this piece of as- 
tounding thievery to a brace of scoundrels who hoped by 
stealing my fiddle to make me appear ridiculous. With 
your permission I am going to prove to them—and to you 
—that the music is in the man, and not in the violin! 
I have given my man a pound note and told him to pur- 
chase the first violin that could be bought at that price. 
He will return in a moment and we will proceed with the 
concert!” 

The man returned and Ole Bull took the pound note 
fiddle and began to play. Softly at first, but gaining 
strength and sweetness, the strains from the cheap violin 
mounted and soared to the roof of the building— sweeter 
music had no man’s ear ever heard. 

The crowd was first charmed, then thrilled, and finally 
could no longer restrain its enthusiasm. The King himself 
rose and led the cheering. For the man had proved beyond 
all question that the music was in himself and not in his 
instrument. 

May the music of thanksgiving resound from our lives 
acknowledging in the words of the poet— 


“Yes, God is good,” all nature says, 

From ocean depths and spreading wood, 
Ten thousand voices seem to ery, 

“God made us all, and God is good.” 


“Yes, God is good,” all nature says, 
By God’s own hand with speech endued: 
And man, in louder notes of praise, 
Should sing for joy, that God is good. 


“For all Thy gifts we bless Thee, Lord, 
But chiefly for our heavenly food; 
Thy saving and Thy quickening Word, 
These prompt our song that God is good.” 





MEMORIES OF ABIB I 


The season has come and gone—the days of celebration 
of the Nativity and New Year, which occurred on April 8 
and 9. 

There were visiters from Strathroy, Bright, Port Cred- 
it, St. Catharines, and Niagara Falls, Ontario, Canada. 
From Southern Iowa; Rock Island, Illinois and Carroll- 
ton, Ohio they came. Washington D. C., and eastern New 
Jersey were represented, as were various points in our 
own state. 

The occasion was a joyous one at “the little white 
church.” The programs were edifying, entertaining and 
well rendered. A drama “Christ’s Freeman” was present- 
ed by a cast of men the first evening. It highlights and 
makes come alive the book of Philemon, with its story of 
a runaway slave turned Christian and penitent, Read the 
little book for a refresher. 

The afternoon’s program by some two dozen or more 
delightful youngsters was about the best ever and reflect- 
ed the careful preparation and training by its sponsors. 

The evening’s outstanding numbers were a one-act pre- 
sentation by a young ladies’ group—‘Jepthah’s Daugh- 
ter,” showing a meeting with her friends who came an- 
nually to honor and worship with her in praise and songs 
of rejoicing; and the concluding New Year address by 
the pastor, Brother Kenneth E. Flowerday, “Happy New 
Year—If.” He appealed to his listeners to surmount or 
side-step the difficulties and make it Happy New Year! 
(exclamation point). 





“VICTORY WHICH IS PEACE” 


When Navies are forgotten 
And fleets are useless things, 

When the dove shall warm her bosom 
Beneath the eagle’s wings. 


When memory of battles 
At last is strange and old, 

When nations have one banner, 
And creeds have found one fold. 


When the Hand that sprinkles midnight, 
With its powdered drifts of suns, 

Has hushed this tiny tumult 
Of sects and swords and guns; 


Then Hate’s last note of discord 
In all God’s worlds shall cease, 
In the conquest which is service, 
In the victory which is peace.—Selected. 
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Stronger Within — 
Safer Without 


Wits unnumbered dangers constantly present on the 
highway, safety-minded motorists welcome any- 
thing which makes for safer driving. Thus a prominent 
rubber tire company advertises the latest in automobile 
tires as, “Stronger Within—Safer Without.” They are 
made, the company states, with such strong inner fibers, 
thoroughly tested under the most rigorous conditions, 
hour after hour, that beside being almost skid-proof on 
wet pavement, they are more blow-out proof than any 
tire previously made. Their wearability and durability 
makes them stronger when in contact with harmful and 
destructive substances. This also gives more safety. 

We have entered the Master’s workshop to be made 
into durable material, masterpieces of fine workmanship 
for God’s use. The process of Truth working within tests 
our spiritual strength, for only as we become stronger 
within are we safer without. And thus we can become 
more resistant to outside temptation, a safer example for 
others to emulate, and more worthy of the angel’s pro- 
tecting care. 

Automobile tires made before this new development 
did not endure this testing because they lacked the inner 
reinforcement of these strong fibers. The Christian, to 
be strong within, must be careful of the thoughts that 
he entertains. Only good thoughts should be allowed to 
remain, for if one destructive thought is allowed, fol- 
lowed by another and another, the enemy is soon at work, 
directing us to act rashly and out of harmony with the 
Word. These are fibers of the flesh, and will not stand 
the test. Jesus’ instruction, recorded in Mark 7, disclosed 
this source of spiritual weakness. The thirteen eyils, 
headed by evil thoughts proceed from the heart of man. 
This is the only strength the “old man” has, and is most 
weak and unstable. The Apostle Paul warns against it, 
“Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye 
should obey it in the lust thereof” (Rom. 6: 12). Rather, 
faith will anchor God’s beautiful precepts in the mind; 
which, acted upon, become a tower of safety. Every day 
is a new opportunity to reinforce our faith fibers with 
corresponding works so that we may be able to meet 
each temptation safely. 

It has been said, ““No matter how stony the path, some 
forge ahead; and no matter how easy the going, some 
lag behind.” Strength first begins in the mind. To think 
that we cannot accomplish a task, holds us back, but when 
we silence the cries of the old man, “it cannot be done,” 
and our mind is fired with strength, coupled with willing- 
ness and confidence that we can do it, we forge ahead, re- 
inforcing our aim with fiber after fiber of determination. 
There is no place in the Kingdom of Christ for weak- 
lings; all must be strong in purity, strong in Christian 
virtue. The Prophet Job speaks of this very essential 
strength: “The righteous also shall hold on his way, and 
he that hath clean hands shall be stronger and stronger” 

17: 9). 

’ ay iis Pattern and Pioneer informs us, “If any 
man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take 
up his cross daily, and follow me” (Luke 9:23). This 


is the day after day, and hour after hour testing; taking 
up our cross when contending with the things which try 
our patience; resisting the temptations to yield to the 
promptings of the flesh; and always obeying God’s high- 
er, better law. These acts of obedience form the strong 
fibers of Christian character which Jesus manifested all 
through His noble career. The Psalmist extols such in 
these words, “They go from strength to strength, every 
one of them in Zion appeareth before God” (84:7). This 
is the culmination of a mind strengthened by- humble 
submission and daily application of the requirements of 
the Word—to be endued with strength which will never 
weaken but will increase and endure. 

The manufacturer saw the need of making correc- 
tions in the construction of his product to produce a bet- 
ter and stronger automobile tire. With us, the most valu- 
able source of strength we can now gain, is to see the evil 
in our nature and allow Truth to make the corrections. 
We must change our natural pride to humility. We must 
cultivate a great desire to become strong spiritually, no 
matter how many cords of the flesh must be severed; for 
Truth’s strong fibers of purity will far outwear the for- 
mer ones. 

If we allow Truth to flow from our lips fluently and 
yet weaken under “reproofs of instruction” which “are 
the way of life,” our strength is in outward appearance 
only. This discloses that humility, one of the most vital 
cords of inner strength, is lacking. 

The automobile tires stood up well under the test on 
wet pavement. No other tire could equal it. However, it 
was not quite skid-proof, but nearly or almost. Is our 
testing against sin of better percentage than this? It 
must be 100% skid-proof to meet the requirements. In 
the life of a Christian, the wish to live in eternal happi- 
ness must be greater than any earthly thing; it must be 
a consuming desire woven with the strong cords of faith, 
hope and endurance into every fiber of our daily life. 
And with this desire we must work, watch and pray. The 
employment of these three strong cords will be a great 
power against sin, strengthening until the goal of per- 
fection, 100%, is reached. The more we add to our spirit- 
ual strength, the stronger God weaves His loving care 
about us now; and in the glorious coming day, if faith- 
ful, He shall add to the little strength we have worked 
so hard to attain, the strength and power of immortals, 
which will be eternal safety. 





TWO KINDS OF TROUBLE 


There are two kinds of trouble, those you can help and 
those you cannot help. 


If you have the kind of trouble you can help, don’t waste 
time worrying, go to work and help it. And if you have 
the kind you can’t help, then don’t waste your time worry- 
ing over it, for that only makes it worse. 


When some difficulty or trouble has come to you and 
you cannot help yourself, turn in and help somebody else. 
It is the best possible way to spend the waiting time, and 
the patience of action is far easier than the patience of 
idleness. 
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Meditations 
On the Word 


“There remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God... . 
Let us labor therefore to enter into that rest, lest any man fall 
after the same example of unbelief’ (Hebrews 4:9, 11). 


In the study of the wonderful dissertation of the 
great Sabbatic rest in store for God’s faithful children, 
it is profitable and even imperative to read the 3d and 4th 
chapters of Hebrews as one, to see how perfectly type 
and antitype agree as our Today is contrasted with and 
also linked to God’s Tomorrow. 

The Law of Moses, we learn in chapter 10:1, was a 
shadow of good things to come: and a very important 
part of that Law was its insistence upon the observance 
of the Sabbath, or day of rest. Inasmuch as the entire 
Mosaic code ceased by limitation with the earthly ministry 
of Christ (Gal. 3: 24, 25), the Fourth Commandment is 
likewise null and void as a literal institution; but though 
the shadow may be removed, yet the substance, the 
reality, remains. Six days of probationary labor, each a 
thousand years in duration (II Pet. 3:8), are allotted for 
the preparation of the ruling class of the future Realm of 
God. The seventh day or Sabbath of rest, is also a thou- 
sand-year day, as we learn from Rev. 20: 2—4. Thus type 
and antitype are clearly defined, with no possibility of 
error. 

That the time is fitting, no one can deny. Earth’s proba- 
tion is a time of pain and labor; victory comes only by 
incessant toil, ceaseless vigilance, relentless prosecution 
of the warfare against the lower nature. This is as it 
should be; the best things of life always come hard. If 
salvation were handed to us on a silver platter as an un- 
conditional gift, there would be no virtue to us, no charac- 
ter formed, and we would be, in effect, nonentities. Unless 
the strictest of conditions were imposed, the Kingdom of 
God would be filled with the worthless and unfit, and 
there would be no improvement upon the present state of 
affairs. 

After labor comes rest. In the natural, the harder the 
toil the sweeter the repose; and so in the spiritual. God 
will reward according to our works, taking into consider- 
ation the conditions under which the work was per- 
formed, and as the Apostle says, He will bestow “more 
abundant honor upon that part which lacked” (I Cor. 
12: 24). In other words, those who, in this eleventh hour 
of the day of salvation, have perfected their characters 
by faith alone in the midst of a skeptica] and indifferent 
world will deserve and shall receive a greater reward 
than those who saw the presence of the angelic being and 
the power of God visibly manifested. 

While the righteous now have “ great peace” (Ps. II9: 
165) within their being as they keep the law, it is impos- 
sible for them to have perfect rest, because there are 
things and individuals in the world which will not permit 
it. A system of iniquity in high places and low dominates 
the entire world; peace is but a memory, honesty a rarity; 
economic problems caused by human greed and selfishness 
becloud the horizion; racial and religious hatreds spread 


like a foul pestilence; moral standards have sunk so low 
that “he that departeth from evil is accounted mad” (Isa. 
59: 15, marginal). 

It is a simple matter of cause and effect: These evils 
exist because a large and potent element prefer them. The 
solution is equally simple: Remove the cause, and the 
effect is thereby eliminated. And that is exactly what the 
Almighty purposes to do, in the very near future. Elijah 
the Messenger will sound a final warning to humanity to 
change their ways or meet destruction, 

This is the one and only certain Peace Plan. 

Then comes the Rest. The devil—all sinners—shall be 
bound for a thousand years (Rev. 20: 2), not by circum- 
stances but by an iron law, just and equal, so strictly en- 
forced that no evil dare manifest itself. Human nature, 
long supposed to be unchangeable, will undergo a change 
as new habits of thought and action are formed. With 
external temptations removed by the extirpation of every 
degrading influence, the Church of God will blossom and 
bud, and fill the face of the world with fruit (Isa. 27: 6). 
“Violence shall no more be heard in the land, wasting nor 
destruction within thy borders...they shall beat their 
swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning- 
hooks: nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war any more” (Isa. 60:18; 
2:4). To those whose tastes have become truly civilized, 
it will indeed be a Rest. 

Yet even this blissful Sabbath is not a perfect rest. 
There yet remains one last enemy —shorn of much of his 
terror, it is true, yet still to take into account. Not 
until the end of the thousand-year day of the Lord will 
Death be robbed forever of his sting and cast into the 
Lake of fire —utter oblivion. Thus the last impediment to 
progress will be removed. Eternity lies ahead, and the 
command is “forward!” The beloved disciple, exiled in 
Patmos, saw in vision the lifting of the curtain: 

“And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Be- 
hold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell 
with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself 
shall be with them, and be their God. 

“And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; 
and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor 
crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the for- 
mer things are passed away” (Rev, 21: 3, 4). 

Yes, it is too grand to miss; in that we are all agreed. 
Yet we could very easily miss it—we could lose this war. 
Throughout the Divine Letters we find the solemn warn- 
ing often repeated to beware of unbelief. Nothing so 
undermines our character, lessens our zeal and weakens 
our efforts as unbelief. Unbelief overthrew the Children 
of Israel in the Wilderness, so that of the mighty host 
which left Egypt, only Caleb and Joshua were found 
worthy to enter the promised land. Unbelief is the arch- 
enemy which has wrecked the lives of all the unfaithful; 
only lack of faith can take away our eternal life. 
for if a man believes with all his heart that God is true and 
that the reward is certain, nothing on earth can prevent 
him from doing the nessary work to gain the prize. How 
important then that we guard well our faith; that we 
nourish it by meditation upon the abundant evidence 
of the truthfulness of the Bible, that we read and hear 
and see and think only those things which will strengthen 
our faith, until it becomes an overflowing stream, to 
strengthen that of our fellow-travelers. 





Your Questions Answered 


BIBLICAL 


Do you have a question? Personal replies to Biblical questions 
will be sent to any correspondent, and counsel will be offered on 
problems pertaining to the spiritual life. The MEGIDDO MESSAGE 
will publish only the most helpful discussions for the benefit of 
other readers. No names shall be mentioned. 

What is the purpose of law and gospel? 

To teach the Plan of God whereby we may gain sal- 
vation, eternal life. 


How is the law and gospel properly applied? 
First, knowledge of the doctrine or principles of Truth. 
Second, living out this knowledge in our daily life. 


What is the Scriptural basis of salvation? 
Good works, perfection of character. “Work out your 
own salvation with fear and trembling” (Phil. 2:12). 


Is the Old Testament exclusively law, and the New Testa- 
ment exclusively gospel, or are both law and gospel contained 
in both Old and New Testaments? 

The Law of Faith, the Law of Christ, or Gospel, are 
contained in both Old and New Testaments. 


What are the two main doctrines in the Scriptures? 


Obey and live, disobey and die are two major demands 
(Deut. 11: 26—28). 


Which method of Baptism does the Scripture command? 


Baptized into Christ’s death; death to sin (Rom. 6: 8, 
10, 11; Matt. 20: 20—23). 


The Baptists originally considered sprinkling and pouring 
as valid Baptism until 1641. If sprinkling and pouring was 
valid till then, why did they change to immersion (Baptist 
Baptism)? Was it due to the “special revelation” of their 
prophets? Baptists freely admit that immersion rests only 
on inference and implication. Did their prophets apply their 
human wisdom to God’s Word, and conceive a new sectarian 
doctrine? 


Of course, the Bible does not tell, nor do we know why 
the Baptists changed in 1641 from sprinkling and pour- 
ing to immersion, Possibly because the Scriptures speak 
of only one type of baptism in water, and that is immer- 
sion. The New Testament speaks of two water baptisms, 
one instituted by John the Baptist, and the other by Jesus 
and His disciples, although “Jesus himself baptized not, 
but his disciples” (John 4: 2). Both were by immersion, 
being placed under the water. In Mark 1: 4, 5, we read, 
“John did baptize in the wilderness, and preached the 
baptism of repentance for the remission of sins. And 
there went out unto him all the land of Judea, and 
they of Jerusalem, and were all baptized of John in the 
river of Jordan, confessing their sins.” Jesus Himself 
experienced John’s baptism: “And it came to pass in 
those days, that Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee, 
and was baptized of John in Jordan. And straightway 
coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens opened, 
and the Spirit like a dove descending upon him” (Mark 
1:9, 10). 

The apostles baptized in water after Pentecost: “And 
he [the eunuch] commanded the chariot to stand still: 
and they went down both into the water, both Philip and 
the eunuch, and he baptized him” (Acts 8: 38). 
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Is it wrong for a Christian to eat pork or use lard? Why 
is it wrong for a Jew to do so? And the same applies to your 
Seventh Day Sabbath. To which branch of the Seventh 
Day Adventists do you belong? 


It is not sin for a Christian to eat pork or use lard. 
We advise against it in a general way, as a health meas- 
ure. American methods of inspection do not tend to con- 
tro] trichinosis, a painful and incurable disease which is 
not at all uncommon. When the use of pork products is 
prescribed by a physician, the matter is left entirely to 
the individual judgment and conscience. In the Jewish 
economy, based on the Mosaic Law, the use of pork was 
forbidden. The Jews still hold to the Law of Moses, hence 
feel that it is wrong to eat pork. However, that Law ended 
with the coming of Christ. Read II Cor. 3:7, 8, 11; Gal. 
3:19, 23—25; Heb. 7:18, 19 and Heb. 8:13. We are in 
no way connected with the Seventh Day Adventists. 
We are an independent organization, and in no way con- 
nected with any other religious body, whether Protes- 
tant, Catholic or Jew. 


When you say, “Enter not into temptation,” is not this 
a contradiction of James 1: 2 and 12? 


We see no contradiction. 

The word “temptation” as used in Jas. 1:2 doesn’t 
seem to convey James’ true meaning. Moffat translates 
it: “Greet it as pure joy, my brothers, when you come 
across any sort of trial, sure that the sterling temper of 
your faith produces endurance.” It is a testing of one’s 
faith and endurance that should be courted, it generates 
spiritual strength. Verse 12 carries the same meaning: 
“Blessed is he who endures under trial.’”’ Jesus spoke the 
words recorded in Matt. 26: 41 under considerable stress, 
during His prayer in the garden before His betrayal. 
It was a time of supreme testing for Himself and the 
apostles. Hence Jesus said: “Watch and pray, all of you, 
so that ye may not slip into temptation. The spirit is 
eager but the flesh is weak. “James advises endurance 
under trial, Jesus warns against slipping under trial. 


What type of rapture does the Scripture specify? 


The belief on the rapture is built on Paul’s statement in 
I. Thess. 4:17: “Then we which are alive and remain 
shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to 
meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the 
Lord.” It appears that after the resurrection the great 
body of covenant-makers, both living and resurrected, 
shall be caught up together to meet the Lord in the air. 
However Zech. 14: 4, 5 reveals the earth to be the desti- 
nation of this rapturous flight: “And his feet shall stand 
in that day upon the mount of Olives, which is before 
Jerusalem on the east; ... and the Lord my God shall 
come, and all the saints with thee.” The theory of the 
saints being taken away from the earth for a thousand 
year period to reign with Christ in heaven, is ground- 
less. Rev. 5:10 states the saints shall “reign on the 
earth,” and Rev. 20:4 establishes the duration of the 
reign: “and they lived and reigned with Christ a thou- 
sand years.” 
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SOME GOOD HABITS ARE: 


nappiness. 
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